of water about 400 yards long, 20 feet wide and up to 10 feet deep, 
situated in a somewhat deeply eroded portion of the Kennedy Creek 
whieh flows southwards into Lake Nabberu. It is fringed with tall 
river gums (E£ueulypltus camaldulensis) and extensively overgrown 
with rushes (Seirpus littoralis and Cyperus vaginatus), There 
appears, therefore, no reason for the Little Grass-bird not to nest 
in the loeality. 

A live individual and a carapace of the northern tortoise 
(Chelodina steinduckneri) were also noted at Windieh Spring. 


—JULIAN FORD, Attadale 


Field Notes on Some Rottnest Crustacea.—Early in January 
1931, when investigating some holes in a freshwater seepage at the 
western end of Lake Bagdad, Rottnest Island, I was surprised to find 
the burrows oecupied by a burrowing erab, Braeluynotus octodent- 
atus. Males, females and immatures were colleeted. 

One evening in Deeember 1931 I observed, at the top of the 
sandhills at the eastern end of Longreaeh Bay, a beaeh crab, Ocy- 
podes pygoldes, come out of the bush holding in its claw a large 
longieorn beetle of the genus Phoracantha, The erab was on the 
way down to its burrow. 

In 1929 the late Professor G. E. Nieholls deseribed four new 
species of the rare marine isopod genus Slenetrium. The first, S. 
muekroehirium, was obtained crawling on seaweed growing on the 
piles of the pier at Dongara, The other three, S. spinirostrum, S. 
tyuneatwn and S. glauerti, were found on the under surface of 
rocks and stones in the Diving Pool near Bathurst Point, Rottnest. 
The first and third of these were fairly abundant but the second 
was represented by one damaged specimen only. I made collections 
of these isopods in September 1927 and 1928, November 1928, De- 
cember 1929, February and November 1930, January and February 
1931, December 1932, and January 1933. 


—L. GLAUERT, W.A. Museum, Perth 


Nesting of the Pink-cared Duck near Perth.—In his note on the 
inerease in abundance of the Pink-eared Duek (Malacorhynchus mem- 
branaeeus) in Western Australia, Julian Ford (W.A. Nut., 8, 1962: 
103) records that in the South-West this speeies is known to breed 
on the fresh-water swamps and lakes at Gundaring, Moora, Dow- 
erin, Carnamah and Naraling, and only visits the coastal plain 
near Perth during the summer and autumn months when many 
of the inland expanses of water have evaporated. 

However, on January 30, 1963, when I visited Lake Claremont 
(Butler's Swamp) with Miss M. Pollock, a visiting ornithologist 
from Northern Ireland, we saw two Pink-eared Ducks which were 
accompanied by four small ducklings. There were about 30 birds 
of this species on the swamp, but we only saw these two birds with 
young. The ducklings were easily distinguished by the striking 
patterning (mentioned by John Warham in his paper on the Pink- 
eared Duck in The Bird-Wateler, 1 (2), 1959: 27) which made them 
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